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The diameter of blood vessels in the spleen was measured electronically using the two calipers. (Fig. 3) . The distance between the dorsal margin of the spleen and 127 the midline of the back was greatest in the 8th intercostal space (19.7 ± 4.19 cm; Table 1 ). This 128 distance decreased caudally and was only 7.0 ± 1.07 cm in the region immediately caudal to the 129 last rib. The ventral margin of the spleen had a similar course; it was greatest in the 9th 130 intercostal space (22.9 ± 2.80 cm) and shortest in the region immediately caudal to the last rib 131 (10.9 ± 2.58 cm). The size of the spleen was smallest in the 8th intercostal space (3.1 ± 1.24 cm) 132 and largest in the 11th intercostal space (8.7 ± 2.78 cm). The thickness of the spleen ranged 133 from 2.2 ± 1.14 cm caudal to the last rib to 6.4 ± 1.78 cm in the 11th intercostal space. 
